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The country in the neighbourhood is rocky. The French had always a battalion quartered in it, and there is a very good barrack for such a garrison. Colonel Querza commands it at present with about a hundred Corsicans. The General rode to Porto Vecchio, but I had hurt myself and could not go. This is, beyond a doubt, the best harbour in the island, but so unhealthy, that it is uninhabitable six months in the year. The families retire to the mountains. After staying three days at Bonifacio we returned by land to Ajaccio. The country we passed to Sartene was bad, but from thence to Canale and Ajaccio it is fertile, and well inhabited. We passed two days with our friends at Ajaccio, and then took our departure for Corte. We stopped to breakfast at Bugognana, a village in a wood of chestnut trees, on the side of a mountain; above the village is the tower of Bugognana, formerly a state prison, but destroyed at the commencement of the revolution. Prom thence the road to Vivario leads through forests of pine, chestnut, and birch; here we lay, and reached Corte next day early.
Corte is situated in the centre of the island, has always been considered as the capital, and is the residence of the conseil provisaire. It is a small town, built upon the side of a rock. It is surrounded by three rivers. The soil is bad, but the town has a cheerful appearance. The barracks and. House of Assembly are the principal buildings. We dined with the members of the conseil provisaire. They were originally the creatures of Paoli: the choice does him no great honour. They seem to be a set of vulgar, low-minded men without talent. The country is already much dissatisfied with them, and looks with impatience for the return of the deputies from England, and the organisation of the new government. The road from Corte to Bastia is so good that, though upwards of forty miles, we rode it in a day. The French made this road, and were continuing it on to Ajaccio. Having secured this communication between their stations on two sides of the island, they would probably not have troubled them-